
PROPOSED COLLEGE DEGREE PROGRAMS AT MANITOBA COLLEGES
What would allowing colleges to grant degrees mean for Manitoba’s post-secondary education system? 

Under the amended legislation, Manitoba colleges would be able to provide more opportunities than ever before for students to pursue specialized, intensive, technical-vocational programs. This would be a significant addition to existing certificate, diploma and advanced-diploma program structures. 

Colleges could propose four-year degree programs on a case-by-case basis in partnership with industry and government.  These extended programs would ensure graduates have the skills, knowledge and specialty training they need to succeed in today’s high-tech global marketplace.

 

Would all Manitoba public colleges be able to grant degrees? 

Yes.  Amendments to the Colleges Act and the College universitaire de Saint-Boniface Act would give authority to all public colleges in Manitoba to grant baccalaureate degrees with applied focus.  The University College of the North has already received degree-granting authority under the University College of the North Act. 

 

How much would this change cost? 

Preliminary cost estimates for various programs are not available at this time.  The Council on Post-Secondary Education (COPSE) would consider each proposal for a baccalaureate degree individually.  Costs would include both implementation and ongoing support for each degree program. 

What is a college baccalaureate degree? 

The Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials defines an applied undergraduate degree as four years of study with technical-vocational focus and fieldwork. Red River College is the first college in Manitoba to propose a baccalaureate program with applied focus.  
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How would a college degree differ from a university degree?

College degree programs would focus on the application of knowledge and preparing graduates for immediate employment in the local labour market.  While undergraduate programs at universities also graduate labour market entrants, there is a broader focus on theoretical knowledge and preparation for additional study at the academic and professional levels (e.g. master’s, doctoral and professional programs).  Although not exclusive to college degree programs, college baccalaureates would also provide students with extensive practical experience, usually in the form of a full-year practicum.  College degrees would also rely heavily on input from industry, both in their development and continuing operation.  

Why is Manitoba proposing to allow colleges the authority to grant degrees? 

In October 2006, the Premier’s Economic Advisory Council recommended introducing baccalaureate degrees at Manitoba colleges.  After consulting with the province’s public colleges, other jurisdictions and local industry, the Manitoba government agreed that college baccalaureate degrees would be beneficial to the post-secondary education sector.  Degree programs are already available in Alberta, Ontario, British Columbia and Prince Edward Island. 

What are examples of college programs that could become degree programs? 
Colleges could offer programs in areas where highly advanced skills are a prerequisite to even entry-level employment such as aerospace, materials and manufacturing, health studies, transportation services and multi-media.  COPSE will work with colleges to determine which college degree programs would be most beneficial to Manitoba’s economy.
How many students would be in the first construction management program? 

The construction management program would register approximately 70 students over the first four years.  Many of these students would likely enter the program while still employed with local construction firms. 
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