
NEW INVESTMENTS TO STRENGTHEN EMERGENCY CARE

The province today unveiled new commitments to build on its investments in strengthening emergency care across Manitoba.
More front-line staff for Manitoba’s busiest emergency rooms

· In Winnipeg, $3.8 million for new staff in all six Winnipeg emergency rooms (ERs).
· In Brandon and rural Manitoba, $1.4 million for additional front-line staff in Brandon, Thompson, Flin Flon, The Pas, Portage, Morden/Winkler, Selkirk and Dauphin.

Modernizing ERs across the province
· A $500,000 investment to upgrade the St. Boniface General Hospital ER to ensure patients are visible from the triage desk.  Construction will soon begin on the new Victoria Hospital ER.  These commitments build on new emergency rooms already open at the Health Sciences Centre, Children’s Hospital, Concordia Hospital and Seven Oaks Hospital.

· Construction is underway on a new ER in Portage la Prairie and new ERs are being designed for Selkirk and Steinbach.  This builds on new ERs already open in Brandon, Swan River, The Pas, Gimli and Morden/Winkler.
Improving emergency care through innovation

· Dr. Ricardo Lobato de Faria was appointed today as the provincial advisor on emergency patient care.  With a proven track record overseeing innovative improvements at Seven Oaks Hospital, Dr. Lobato de Faria will support front-line staff in Manitoba’s busiest ERs.
Focusing on vulnerable visitors to ERs in Winnipeg and Brandon

· The community services worker piloted at Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg will be made permanent.  These community services workers focus on meeting the needs of individuals seeking care, particularly those who are homeless or who suffer from mental illness.  Brandon is also expanding their social work support in the ER to evenings and weekends to offer these supports.

· Planning and design continues on the first-in-Canada free-standing, mental-health emergency room, to be located near the Health Sciences Centre. 
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