
Backgrounder

The Manitoba Association of Agricultural Societies Inc. will develop a Food Centre of Excellence at the Food Development Centre in Portage la Prairie.  The facility will expand and strengthen innovation in the agri-food industry by providing space, equipment and capacity to meet the growing demand from agri‑food companies in Manitoba and Western Canada which look to FDC for assistance.
This project has two parts.  The first is an expansion to support the co-location of FDC with Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives employees who have food expertise to provide efficient and effective service to the agri-food industry.  This will include practicums, a training centre for students and visiting scientists, as well as partners in India and Russia.

The second part of the expansion is a new processing suite where new technology will be located to support entrepreneurs who want to use FDC space and equipment to produce products for test and emerging markets.  This is a way to incubate their businesses as they build their markets and generate capital to move to their own facilities in the future.  This addition to the building will also have storage space for organic ingredients and allergens (as well as finished products ready to be shipped to distributors) to help clients ensure the production of safe food.










