BACKGROUNDER

2010 Canada/Manitoba Feed and Transportation Assistance Program

The Canada-Manitoba Feed and Transportation Assistance Program will be delivered by Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives. The program will include feed assistance and transportation assistance.  

For the purposes of the program, eligible animals are breeding herds of beef cattle, bison, elk, sheep, goats, llamas, alpacas and horses that have been owned or leased at the time of application and are located in the province of Manitoba. Horses are only eligible if solely owned for production of meat or pregnant mare urine. Horses kept for any other purpose, dairy cattle and any other livestock types are not eligible. 

The feed assistance payment will provide up to $30 per ton based on an identified forage shortage to help producers who normally grow their own forage purchase enough feed to sustain their breeding stock. A 10 percent deductible will be applied to account for normal variability in forage production. 

The transportation assistance payment will provide up to $0.22 per tonne* per loaded mile to producers who must transport feed to their breeding herd and/or up to $0.10 per head, per loaded mile for producers who need to transport breeding animals to feed. The program will only pay producers who are transporting feed distances beyond what would be considered as their normal. The minimum distance for transportation of feed is 25 kilometers. The maximum distance that will be allowed is 350 kilometers.  

*Transportation Payment rates:

· for straw hay and green feed:  

$0.22/metric tonne/loaded mile

· for silage:




$0.16/metric tonne/loaded mile

-    for concentrated feedstuffs:

$0.12/metric tonne/loaded mile

· for cows, bulls, bison, elk and horses:
$0.10/head/loaded mile

· for calves, feeder cattle
:

$0.06/head/loaded mile

· for sheep, goats, llamas and alpacas:
$0.04/head/loaded mile

Producers are encouraged to contact their local Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives office, or go online at www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture for more information and application forms.

These payments will be included as eligible revenue in the calculation of program margins under the AgriStability program. This will ensure producers are not compensated twice for the same loss.

