
Floods in Manitoba

· The Water Resources Administration Act requires all new developments in the Red River Valley be compliant with 1997 levels plus two feet of freeboard for wave protection.

· The $43-million Community Ring Dike Program protects 18 communities at a 1997‑plus‑two-feet standard:  Rosenort, Morris, Brunkild, St. Jean Baptiste, Dominion City, St. Adolphe, Emerson, Letellier, Ste. Agathe, Grand Pointe, Niverville, Gretna, Aubigny, Lowe Farm, Riverside, St-Pierre-Jolys, Rosenfeld and Roseau River.

· Melita’s flood protection was increased to 1976 water levels plus two feet by improving the existing community ring dike and raising portions of PTH 3.

· The province operates one Amphibex icebreaker and the North Red Community Water Maintenance Corporation has another Amphibex. 

· The province also has five ice-cutters that cut ice on the Red River.  These are dispatched to other locations where ice jams are likely to become an issue.  Two ice-cutters are deployed to the outlet of the Portage Diversion to weaken the ice prior to operation.

· Considerable work has been done to protect individual drinking water supplies including the conversion of domestic wells to rural water supply pipelines, and remediation and protection of existing wells.

· A 50-station Red and Assiniboine river hydrometric system has been upgraded to provide real-time data for flood forecasting.

· The province has three sandbag‑making machines and has stock-piled 1.7 million unfilled sandbags which can be quickly delivered to communities.  A list of sandbag companies has been supplied to communities. 

· To help address icing problems in culverts, creeks and streams, 24 steamers were purchased in 2009 in addition to 13 steamers already available.

· The Office of the Fire Commissioner has mobile water-rescue teams and equipment ready to be deployed anywhere in the province.
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