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PORTAGE DIVERSION

· The Portage Diversion has been a workhorse during the 2011 flood.

· The 29-kilometre channel diverts water from the Assiniboine River into Lake Manitoba, just west of Portage la Prairie.

· The diversion was built between 1965 and 1970 to provide flood protection for the areas along the Assiniboine River east of Portage la Prairie. 

· The channel’s original design was for the removal of up to 25,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) of floodwater from the Assiniboine River.  Until 2011, that was the maximum amount of water that had ever flowed through the diversion.

· During the 2011 flood, the diversion will be removing up to 34,000 cfs of floodwater from the Assiniboine River – 9,000 cfs beyond its design capacity.

· This additional capacity has allowed for less water to flow along the Assiniboine River dikes, helping to maintain their stability.

· Over the past two summers, the diversion reservoir was dredged and vegetation was removed from the channel to allow more efficient water flow.

· On top of this work, additional capacity for the diversion has been accomplished this year by:

· raising the south dike of the Portage reservoir,
· raising the diversion channel dikes on both sides by a minimum of three ft.,
· providing erosion protection and adding stability by putting rock on the diversion drop structures and around the bridges crossing the diversion channel; and
· installing a gas generator and back-up hydraulic pumps to ensure the river gates can be managed if electrical power is lost.
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