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BIRDS AS PEACEMAKERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

- - -

15 Years of Regional Co-operation

Project leaders and tour members:
 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Israel:  Dr. Yossi Leshem

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Palestinian Authority:  Imad Atrash

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Jordon:  Gen. (retired) Mansour Abu Rashid

For the past 15 years there has been co-operation between Israelis, Palestinians and Jordanians on the environment in general and migrating birds in particular in an effort to show the land of the Middle East can be shared and that positive interactions between the people and especially the students of the three nations is possible.  In June 2012, the three project leaders will conduct a national tour to share their experience with Canadians.
The vision for this partnership began in 1995, when both Leshem and Atrash attended a meeting in Bethlehem and spoke on the subject of birdwatching.  Following that meeting they decided to implement a vision of co-operation between Palestinians and Israelis in the field of birds.  Jordanian participation began shortly after with the current partner being the Amman Centre for Peace and Development, under the leadership of Abu Rashid.

Since 1995, several projects have been successfully launched.  The most extensive to date is The Use of Barn Owls and Kestrals as Biological Pest Controllers in Agriculture, which has attracted organizations such as the USAID Middle East Regional Cooperation program, the European Union via the Peres Centre for Peace, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel, Tel Aviv University as well as the Palestinian Authority in co-operation with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency.  Supporting the Israel-specific initiative are the Ministry for the Protection of the Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture.  Currently, there are 2,700 nesting boxes set up throughout Israel, 160 in Jordan and 160 set up by the Palestinian Authority.

All partners agree the greatest achievement to date is to illustrate the subject “birds know no boundaries” has succeeded in building a bridge between people in this war-torn region and it has helped to bring together teachers, pupils, conservationists, birdwatchers, academic researchers, farmers, as well as people concerned with flight safety and the general public.  
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The future vision of this partnership includes extending it to include more partners, continuing to access the funding needed to carry out the projects, broadening connections with governments, promoting ecotourism and bird-watching tourism, promoting research and activities with the environmentally friendly agricultural community, reducing the use of chemical pesticides, promoting the protection of important bird areas, promoting regional protection of endangered species,  developing internet databases reporting on activities and their results, promoting music, art, cultures and religious activities that are connected to bird watching and the environment in general, and continuing to broaden the partnership through the inclusion of like-minded individuals and achieving the designation of the Great Rift Valley as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Contact information:
Dr. Yossi Leshem
Address: Tel Aviv University, George S. Wise Faculty of Life Sciences, Department of Zoology,
Ramat Aviv, Tel Aviv 69978, Israel. 
Telefax:  +972-3-640-6010

Telephone:  +972-3-6407963 
Mobile phone: +972-52-3257722 
Email 1:  yleshem@post.tau.ac.il 
Email 2:  yossile@tauex.tau.ac.il 
Skype Name:  leshemyossi
Home:  +972-2-993-2308 
Website:  www.birds.org.il
Imad Atrash, executive director, Palestine Wildlife Society

Beit Sahour P.O. Box 89, Palestine

Telefax:  972-2-277-4373

Email:  pwls@wildlife-pal.org 
Website:  www.wildlife-pal.org 
Gen. (retired) Mansour Abu Rashid, chair, Amman Center for Peace and Development, 
Office:  Amman Center for Peace and Development, P.O. Box 3435, Amman, Jordan 
Telelphone:  ++962-6-565-4651
Fax:  ++962-6-565-4652 

Mobile:  ++962-79-552-9411
Email:  acpd@index.com.jo 
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