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The Urban Ecology EQuilibrium™ Home integrates solar energy systems and a high performance building envelope into its design and construction, in addition to high-efficiency appliances, water-efficient fixtures and building materials with lower pollutant emissions.  A two-storey duplex on an infill site in an established downtown area, Urban Ecology represents a new approach to building in an urban environment.  It also demonstrates how the principles of EQuilibrium™ Housing can play a key role in the delivery of affordable, efficient and healthy housing as part of the overall renewal of Canada’s inner cities.

The project received over $160,000 in funding from the Winnipeg Housing and Homelessness Initiative (WHHI).  WHHI is a partnership between the Government of Canada, the Province of Manitoba and the City of Winnipeg.  WHHI funding includes $120,000 from the cost-shared Canada-Manitoba Affordable Housing Initiative and up to $41,200 from the City of Winnipeg in funding and land costs. CMHC is also providing up to $60,000 to WHRC, under its EQuilibrium™ Housing Initiative, to help with the costs of designing, documenting and demonstrating the project.  Other contributors include the Province of Manitoba Sustainable Development Innovations Fund (SDIF), the Province of Manitoba Science, Technology, Energy and Mines (STEM), the Winnipeg Foundation, and Manitoba Hydro.

The federal AHI investment is part of the Government of Canada’s $1.9-billion commitment for housing and homelessness for low-income Canadians. In Manitoba, the Affordable Housing Initiative (AHI) and the renovation programs for low-income households are jointly funded by the federal and provincial governments. 
Through the WHHI, the government partners work together to deliver funding for affordable housing, to address homelessness, and to assist in the revitalization of Winnipeg’s older neighbourhoods.   Since 2000, the WHHI partnership has committed over $138 million to repair, rehabilitate, or construct over 5,000 housing units as well as assist those who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.  The WHHI is a single-window office for community organizations to access information on government-funded housing and homelessness programs.  For more information, visit www.whhi.ca. 

