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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
In 1975, the United Nations officially proclaimed March 8 International Women's Day (IWD).  Historically, issues related to the event were raised in the late 19th and early 20th centuries when women in North America and Europe were protesting for better working conditions, demanding the right to vote and calling for peace.
In Canada, IWD is an opportunity to celebrate the progress made to advance women’s rights and to assess the challenges that remain. 
For women around the world, it is an occasion to review how far they have come in their struggles and successes toward equality, peace and development.  It also gives women an opportunity to unite, network and mobilize for meaningful change.
SPEAKERS
Ila Bussidor is a former member of the Manitoba Women’s Advisory Council.  She has served the Sayisi Dene people at Tadoule Lake in a leadership capacity throughout most of her adult life, as a band councillor and chief, and a member of the executive council of the Keewatin Tribal Council.  In 1997, she published Night Spirits:  The Story of the Relocation of the Sayisi Dene, which chronicles the history of her family and the relocation of her band by the Canadian government in 1956 from a nomadic life on the land to the outskirts of the port of Churchill.

Ajit Kaur Deol was a teacher at Edward Schreyer School in Beausejour and Maples Collegiate in Winnipeg for many years.  She has always made community service a priority in her life.  She currently serves on the Manitoba Human Rights Commission, is a director of the Seven Oaks School Education Scholarship Foundation Board and a member of the advisory committee to the Punjab Foundation.  In 2002, Deol was a recipient of the Order of Manitoba.

Silvia de Sousa is a partner at Thompson Dorfman Sweatman.  She was nationally recognized as a Woman of Influence in 2009.  Silvia is a member of a number of professional and community boards and associations including the Manitoba Chamber of Commerce and the Health Sciences Center Foundation.  She also volunteers at the Legal Help Centre. 

Sappfyre McLeod is a Grade 12 student at Tec Voc High school and one of the girls selected to attend Manitoba Status of Women’s first International Day of the Girl event in October 2012.  She has worked as a teen mentor with the Boys and Girls Clubs of Winnipeg Power Up! after‑school homework program for children, and also acts as an ambassador for the agency, speaking at many community events.
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