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WHAT BUDGET 2013 MEANS
FOR MANITOBA FAMILIES AND BUSINESSES
 

Budget 2013 is focused on building a better Manitoba over the next 10 years, while protecting Manitobans from risks posed by global economic uncertainty and more frequent and severe flooding. 
The Manitoba government remains focused on what matters most to Manitoba families:  improving health care, protecting against flood threats, building the economy and creating jobs, renewing roads and highways, and keeping life affordable. 

Keeping Manitoba affordable: 
· cutting income taxes by increasing the basic personal income tax exemption by $250, benefiting all taxpayers, as well as increasing the spousal and dependent exemptions by $250;
· eliminating school property taxes for all seniors by 2015;  
· removing the provincial sales tax from baby supplies such as diapers, car seats and strollers;
· building hundreds more affordable housing units;
· introducing a $240 per year increase to RentAid, benefiting all RentAid recipients including those on employment and income assistance as well as those transitioning off assistance into training and employment;
· increasing the minimum hourly wage to $10.45; and
· ensuring that Manitobans have the lowest combined rates for electricity, home heating and auto insurance in the country.

 

Creating opportunities and growing the economy:
 SYMBOL 61623 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
investing a record $1.8 billion to build and renew critical infrastructure including roads, hospitals, schools and flood protection; 
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training more Manitobans in trades through additional apprenticeship opportunities, a focus on preparing youth for trades and supports for new journeypeople as they begin their careers;
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providing incentives to businesses to grow the economy and create new jobs including:

· eliminating the small business tax for more Manitoba businesses;
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· introducing a new tax credit to encourage construction of more rental housing;
· enhancing the interactive digital media tax credit; and 
· extending the film tax credit.
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providing increased funding to universities and colleges;
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introducing a new sustainable employment strategy for those who face barriers to employment; and
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launching a new online tool to help workers and employers find each other quickly and effectively.

Protecting health care and front-line services: 
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helping more Manitobans find a family doctor by building more clinics and hiring more doctors, nurse practitioners and other health-care providers across the province;
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investing in services to provide faster cancer testing and treatment closer to home;
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expanding the life-saving STARS helicopter ambulance to 24 hours, seven days a week;
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providing more home-care services to seniors who want to remain in their own homes longer and hiring additional front-line staff in personal care homes;
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expanding training and incentives to hire more doctors in Manitoba including doctors for rural and northern communities;
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investing $4 million this year toward reducing class sizes for kindergarten to Grade 3;
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fighting bullying in schools by providing more supports to students, parents and teachers;
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opening new child-care centres to help growing families find the child care they need sooner; and
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funding more police officers, cadets and prosecutors to help to make communities safer.
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