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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

- - -

Proposed Liquor and Gaming Control Legislation (Bill 43): 

Public Safety And Security Aims

Q:  
Which sections of Bill 43 address concerns about party houses?

A:  
The general intent of the new act is to update/modernize liquor regulations including strengthening powers to respond to citizen and neighbourhood concerns about party houses and related disorderly behaviour and public safety.  

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Section 69 – Prohibited place order (would prohibit possession or consumption of liquor by order of the new Liquor and Gaming Authority of Manitoba (LGA) for up to one year); could be issued by the LGA’s executive director in collaboration with local police.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Section 126 would allow immediate seizure of liquor found in a place where liquor may not lawfully be kept including prohibited places under section 69.

Q: 
So if there’s one rowdy party at a residence there could be an order made to 
prohibit liquor at that address for one year?  

A:  
No. These sections are intended to address chronic situations where “there have been repeated incidents where intoxicated persons at the place in question have engaged in violent conduct or have caused a public disturbance” or the owner or occupant of the place has been convicted of unauthorized manufacture of liquor, unauthorized sale of liquor or unauthorized transport of liquor.    
Q: 
What about gangs?  How does Bill 43 address problems with gang members and the 
potential for violence?
A:  
Section 32 of the bill targets circumstances where the presence of a person in a licensed or permitted premise creates a risk of violence.  There are a number of considerations which police could take into account in assessing the risk of violence.  Known gang membership/association or wearing gang colours are among those considerations as well as the person’s conduct in the premises or in the immediate vicinity of the premises, threats and previous violent conduct.    

Note that it would not be the actual presence in the licensed premises which would be the 
offence.  The offence would be the refusal to leave the licensed premises when directed 
to do so by police.  
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