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FEDERALLY APPROVED, AVAILABLE LOCALLY, LOW-RISK PESTICIDE PRODUCTS

INCLUDING BIO-PESTICIDES, OTHER NON-CONVENTIONAL PRODUCTS

Most manufacturing companies have eco-friendly herbicide product lines available in Manitoba that contain low-risk ingredients such as soaps (ammonium salts of fatty acid), iron as FeHEDTA (commonly known as iron chelate), acetic acid, citric acid and corn gluten meal. 

Products that can be found in Manitoba include: 
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Scotts EcoSense Weed B Gon; 
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Scotts Turf Builder Lawn Fertilizer with Weed Prevent (corn gluten meal);
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Vigoro Bio Weed and Feed (corn gluten meal);
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Scotts EcoSense Pathclear;
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Green Earth Weed and Grass Killer;
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Safer Top Gun;
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Ortho Moss B Gon;
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Wilson Total WipeOut; and
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Bioprotec Lawn Herbicide. 

“Pesticides are designed to kill a variety of insects, fungi, weeds and other pests.  If humans are exposed by the right route to a toxic dose of any pesticide, they can, of course, also be affected.  For this reason, it is essential that pesticides always be used according to the manufacturer’ directions.  Health Canada registers only those products that provide effective management of pest problems and that can be used safely when label directions are followed.

“However, a number of studies have demonstrated association between a variety of pesticides, in variable doses and exposure routes, and negative health effects.  These associations, although they do not prove that pesticides ( used as prescribed ( cause these health effects, do raise concerns about their use.

“In the face of this uncertainty, it is prudent, from a health perspective, to weigh the potential benefits of pesticide use with the uncertain risk of human pesticide exposure.  Simply stated, if pesticides are not needed, they should not be used.

“Pregnant women and children should always be priority populations for avoiding risk, regardless of the nature and magnitude of that risk.  Whether they live in rural Manitoba or urban centres, their exposure to pesticide should be minimized.”
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Dr. Margaret V. Fast, former acting chief provincial medical officer of health (supported by Dr. Michael Routledge, chief provincial public health officer).
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