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MANITOBA’S FIGHT AGAINST ORGANIZED CRIME

Manitoba has been a leader in countering organized crime at both the federal and provincial levels.  The federal government has responded to several Manitoba suggestions by amending the Criminal Code to:

· treat gang homicides as first-degree murder,
· create a stand-alone offence with a mandatory minimum penalty to address drive-by shootings,
· reform the gang recognizance order scheme under section 810.01 of the Criminal Code to prevent organized crime offences,
· increase jail terms for dangerous drugs and trafficking operations and reverse onus on bail for gun crimes, and

· create a specific offence in relation to gang recruitment.
Since 2006, the Manitoba government has amended its legislation to improve the response to organized crime including:

· the schedule of criminal organizations under the Manitoba Evidence Act eliminated the need to continually prove in provincial proceedings that a particular group meets the definition of a criminal organization;
· the Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act permits provincial authorities to shut down properties that are habitually used for crime;
· the Cross-Border Policing Act creates the authority for out-of-province police officers to retain their status in Manitoba while pursuing investigations;
· the Witness Security Act provides comprehensive measures to deal with witnesses who are under threat of injury or death if they testify in a criminal prosecution;
· the Criminal Property Forfeiture Act creates a court process for forfeiting cash or property that are the proceeds of crime or instrument of crime and proceeds from the forfeiture of unlawful assets are used to compensate victims in specific cases, as well as fund victim services and law enforcement initiatives; and
· the Manitoba Integrated Organized Crime Task Force, which has proven critical to responding to organized crime, is comprised of members of the RCMP, Winnipeg Police Service and Brandon Police Service, and supported by dedicated prosecutors who conduct intelligence-led targeted investigations against criminal organizations.  
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