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PROVINCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES, CHILDREN IN CARE

The Manitoba government has a number of programs and initiatives to help support families and reduce the number of children in care.  They include:
· Office of the Children’s Advocate legislation

· The legislation provides the children’s advocate greater independence and expanded public reporting abilities to strengthen accountability within Manitoba’s child and family services system. 

· COACH Program

· COACH is a 24-hour wrap-around program for 16 boys and girls, ages 5 to 11 with extreme behavioural, emotional, social and academic issues in their home, school and community settings.  The day program includes academic and community-based components and the evening/weekend component includes family support and community activities. 

· Transition from foster care as teenagers reach age of majority 

· In 2014, the province developed a new set of enhanced standards specifically for transition planning (youth in care reach age of majority) to prepare them for leaving care.  

· Upgrading Manitoba Child and Family Service (CFS) information system to Curam

· Between November 2014 and May 2015, the first stage of implementing a new system called Curam was completed. 

· Circle of Care

· The Circle of Care Project is being facilitated by the Wellness Centre at the Sagkeeng First Nation.  Working with the local CFS agency, the circle develops a plan agreed to by all parties that will support the family and reunite children as quickly and safely as possible.

· Child Protection Mediation Pilot Project

· The Child Protection Mediation Pilot Project is intended to test the efficacy of introducing a mediation option for those child protection cases that are heading to or already in a court process where there is a dispute between the CFS agency and a parent or guardian regarding the plan for a child.
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· Reducing hotel use in rural and remote communities

· Rural and northern agencies have until Dec. 1 to work with Manitoba Family Services to expand emergency placements and phase out hotel usage.

· Tracia’s Trust and StreetReach

· In 2002, the province launched a strategy called Tracia’s Trust, which co-ordinates the services of government agencies, the police and community agencies to help high-risk girls at risk of sexual exploitation.

· The strategy has been strengthened over the years to include more preventive initiatives, increase public awareness, offer more services and make offenders more accountable.

· StreetReach is a rapid response, co-ordinated network with child welfare, police and community outreach agencies that locates high-risk youth who are the most at risk of sexual exploitation.

· In 2014, StreetReach encountered almost 2,000 youth and returned 405 to safe places.

· New supports for Indigenous sex assault victims

· The province is partnering with Ka Ni Kanichihk to provide culturally appropriate counselling and supports for Indigenous sex assault victims in Winnipeg.

· Foster family recruitment 

· The province is recruiting more foster parents and added 750 foster beds last year.  It has increased the payments foster parents receive by 25 per cent since 2006.

· Block by Block

· The Block by Block program is designed to improve neighbourhood safety by offering intensive, co-ordinated and community-based services to help prevent individuals and families from falling into crises and involvement with the law.

· Abecedarian Project

· The Abecedarian approach has been incorporated into the program of the Manidoo Gi Minni Gonaan enriched early childhood development centre and  includes a curriculum that promotes literacy and language development, in addition to a family resource centre.

· Healthy Child Committee of Cabinet 

· Established in 2000 and legislated in 2007, the Healthy Child Committee of Cabinet focuses on evidence-based prevention and early intervention from the prenatal period through the school years, in partnership with communities.
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