Ruth Krindle - Implementation Advisor

Ruth Krindle was born and raised in Winnipeg.  She attended a number of public schools in Winnipeg’s North End, completing her high school in 1959.  She then took two years of arts at United College and entered the Manitoba Law School, receiving her LLB from the University of Manitoba in 1967.  She was called to the Bar of Manitoba in 1968.
Upon receiving her call, she practiced labour law until 1971, when she was appointed a prosecutor with the Manitoba Department of the Attorney General, the first woman in Manitoba to hold such a position.  In 1976, she was named chair of the Manitoba Labour Board.  In 1977 she returned to private practice in partnership with Reg Tolton.  Her practice consisted largely of chairing private labour arbitrations, although she did some defense work.  In 1980, she was appointed to the County Court of Winnipeg and, in 1984, to the Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench.  She was the first woman in Manitoba to be appointed a judge by the Government of Canada.  As a trial judge, she presided over numerous lengthy, complex criminal trials.

While a judge, she was highly involved in legal education for law students, lawyers and judges.  Working with Prof. Lee Steusser, she helped to establish the advocacy course at the University of Manitoba.  She taught criminal law at the law school for many years.  With Chief Justice Scott, she co-chaired the Intensive Advocacy Course offered by the Law Society of Manitoba at Hecla Island.  She also assisted in the development of and presentation of the advocacy modules put on by the law society as continuing legal education for the members of the Manitoba bar and has been invited to present those modules out-of-province, most recently this past fall in Yellowknife.  For the National Judicial Institute and the Canadian Judicial Council, she has presented courses for judges across Canada on the Charter, criminal evidence and practice, and jury trials.  With Mr. Justice Casey Hill of Ontario she also developed and continues to edit the National Judicial Institute criminal law e-letter for judges across Canada, both provincial and federal.  She was awarded the Manitoba Bar Association Distinguished Service Award in 2002 in recognition of her career and acknowledgement of outstanding service to the legal profession and the community at large.
Krindle retired as a judge in 2002.  She continues to edit the criminal law e-letter and is an active associate director of the National Judicial Institute.  By agreement of the parties, as a pilot project, she was involved in resolving numerous Manitoba Residential School claims out-of-court.  She is the arbitrator under the Northern Flood Agreement and privately arbitrates other disputes.  She is enrolled as a regular, part-time student at the University of Winnipeg, pursuing her interest in the history of art.

