
SPECIES PROTECTION IN MANITOBA
The following species will be declared threatened:

· Sprague’s pipit (Anthus spragueii) – a mixed-grass prairie bird whose core breeding range is limited to the extreme southwest portion of the province.  A significant decline has been observed over the last four decades in Canada, associated with the changes or loss of appropriate native grassland habitat through cultivation, overgrazing, fires, invasion of exotic species and haying.

· Hairy prairie-clover (Dalea villosa) – a plant common to sand dunes, dune depressions, sand flats and sandy prairie.  The availability of suitable habitat is limited and under threat from off-road vehicle use, overgrazing, cultivation for irrigated crops and invasion of exotic species such as leafy spurge.

· Buffalo grass (Buchloë dactyloides) – a plant restricted to a narrow band of land stretching for approximately 25 kilometres along the Souris and Blind river valleys.  Habitat fragmentation by cultivation and redirecting portions of rivers has led to the loss of some outlying patches.  This species is highly susceptible to extirpation as an unintended result of human activities.

· Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) – a tree found in only two locations within the province:  the south end of Lake Manitoba where it is potentially at risk from clearing for recreational development and in one sandhill area of the southwest, where cattle grazing and oil-exploration activities may be of concern.  The two populations are small and isolated from one another.

The following species has been declared endangered:

· Ross’s gull (Rhodostethia rosea) – a bird found in the Churchill area in the summer, one of only three known breeding locations in Canada.  Egg collecting and disturbance by bird watchers, photographers and tourists near nests have reduced breeding success.

All of the above species except the hackberry tree are currently listed species under the federal Species At Risk Act.
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