
East Side of Lake Winnipeg Planning Area

· The planning area is home to approximately 36,000 people and incorporates land traditionally used by 16 First Nation communities whose residents make up 96 per cent of the population.

· First Nations people of the area encompass three different language groups – Ojibway, 
Oji-Cree and Cree.

· The east side planning area encompasses over 82,000 square kilometres and is:

· part of the largest ecozone in Canada known as the boreal shield;

· a vast expanse of largely undeveloped contiguous boreal forest that stretches about 250 km east from the shore of Lake Winnipeg to the Ontario border and almost 500 km north from near the Winnipeg River to lands traditionally used by the Bunibonibee First Nation;
· biologically healthy and diverse, and rich in natural resources including 3,100 lakes, 
11 watersheds and 30 major river systems which feed into Lake Winnipeg and provide critical spawning and rearing habitat for fish that stock the lake;

· home to important populations of wildlife species such as the threatened woodland caribou, moose, bear, marten and wolf; and
· a landscape defined by the repeated advance and retreat of glaciers where bedrock shield and abundant water have influenced the lifestyle of its inhabitants.
· Many of the area’s communities do not have access to the transportation networks and economic opportunities that most Manitobans take for granted.  The need for planning in this regard was also reinforced by the Climate Change Task Force Report which highlighted the dramatic effects of climate change on winter roads and the food distribution systems.
· Current planning activities include:
· The development of long term land-use plans for areas traditionally used by First Nations to ensure communities and government have a solid base of information, including traditional knowledge, upon which to make land-use decisions.

· The establishment of three or four regional resource management boards to ensure First Nations and government representatives are able to review and provide advice when resource-based opportunities are being considered and decisions are being made by communities or government.

· The development of a world heritage site nomination document, through the Pimachiowin Aki World Corporation, that incorporates the lands in Manitoba and Ontario traditionally used by Poplar River, Little Grand Rapids, Pauingassi and Pikangikum First Nations, along with Manitoba’s Atikaki Provincial Park and Ontario’s Woodland Caribou Provincial Park.  
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