
LIQUOR ACT AMENDMENTS COMING INTO FORCE AUG. 1
In December 2007, the MLCC led a working group to address safety concerns in licensed premises.  The working group, comprised of representatives from Manitoba Justice, the Manitoba Tourism Education Council, Winnipeg Police Service, the Manitoba Restaurant and Foodservices Association, Manitoba Hotel Association and a cabaret operator, proposed 13 recommendations for improvements to safety including changes to the Liquor Control Act.

Changes to the Liquor Control Act coming into effect include:

· Allowing the commission the authority to conduct a safety evaluation of a licensed premise and require changes to improve safety in the event of a serious incident, resulting in injury or death.

This recommendation is from the Safety in Licensed Premises report.

· Allowing the MLCC president and CEO authority to immediately close or prohibit the sale of liquor on or from a licensed premise for public interest concerns, pending a hearing before the licensing board.

Currently licensees charged with breaches of the Liquor Control Act are brought before the licensing board, with appeals heard by the board of commissioners.  These hearings occur a minimum of 30 days after the date of the incident.  This change allows the president and CEO to immediately close or prohibit the sale of liquor at a licensed premise in the interests of the public, pending a licensing board hearing.  This change is in support of a recommendation from the Safety in Licensed Premises report.

· Imposing a 60-minute vacating clause for cabarets similar to requirements for beverage rooms and cocktail lounges.

Under liquor licensing, cabarets are liquor primary premises much like a beverage room or cocktail lounge.  This change standardizes rules for liquor primary premises with the potential to lessen late night problems and after-hours operations.

· Amending the contents of public notices for new premises to reflect the maximum hours during which liquor may be served under a proposed licence.

Applicants for a new liquor licence must post a public notice at the premises to advise the public of the proposed licensed premise.  This change provides the public with full details of the hours of operation that could be allowed if a licence was approved, giving the public better information on the impact of a new licensed premise on their community or neighbourhood.

· Allowing the licensing board (board of commissioners on appeal) the ability to impose fines for licensees found in breach of the Liquor Control Act.
Currently, the MLCC may suspend or cancel a licence and impose terms or conditions on a licence for licensees found in breach of the act.  Providing the option of a significant monetary fine (up to $20,000) allows the licensing board and the board of commissioners more flexibility and would not penalize staff or customers as would a suspension.  
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· Allowing liquor suppliers to donate rare or expensive products to an association, society or organization registered as a charity for fundraising auction purposes.

Under current legislation, registered charities can conduct auctions of rare and expensive wines if they hold a special permit from the MLCC.  This change increases opportunities for charities to raise funds for charitable purposes.

· Allowing the estate sale/auction of liquor collections.

Currently, there is no provision under the act for a family to dispose of estate liquor collections.  The change now allows the MLCC to issue a special permit for a sale/auction. 

· Allowing minors to consume liquor with a meal in the presence of their parent, spouse or guardian at a sports facility. 

Currently, under the act, minors may consume alcohol in the presence of their parent, spouse or guardian under other classes of licence.  The sports facility licence, which applies to such premises as golf courses and curling clubs, was inadvertently omitted during previous act amendments. 

· Allowing the MLCC to authorize minors, accompanied by a parent, spouse or guardian, to be in a beverage room for family-oriented events. 
In rural communities, the hotel beverage room may be the most viable place to provide kitchen and meal service for large events such as family reunions or Mother’s Day lunch.  The change allows these events to be held in premises that have trained staff as opposed to unlicensed halls using untrained volunteers.  The MLCC requires conditions to be placed on the licensee when minors are in the beverage room and requiring meal service and seating as in a dining room.

· Increasing the service amount to a patron at one time in a licensed premise. 

This change would eliminate the one drink rule by standardizing the number of drink containers that can be served to one patron in a licensed premise depending on the volume of alcohol.  With this change, patrons are allowed to purchase either two drinks for themselves or one drink for themselves and another for a friend or spouse.  Currently, this practice is only allowed under a spectator activities licence for large sporting events and some golf courses.  The change now permits two drinks to be served to a patron at one time in all licensed premises, providing set volume amounts are not exceeded.  Under this amendment a maximum quantity of 750 ml of beer, three ounces of spirits or fortified wine or 500 ml of table wine per person could not be exceeded.

· Other changes are more of a housekeeping nature to improve wording, correct unintentional oversights from previous act changes and to include fine amounts.
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