
Significant progress was made under the Orphan/Abandoned Mine Site Rehabilitation Program in 2007-08:
· 12 high-hazard orphaned/abandoned mine sites in southeastern Manitoba are presently being rehabilitated. 

· Demolition of the Farley Mine and Headframe Complex was completed in Lynn Lake.  

· Demolition of the power line from the Gods Lake mine site on Elk Island to Kutchewan Falls was started and will be completed this spring.  

· Rehabilitation work continued in Lynn Lake and Sherridon with significant progress.  

· A partial rehabilitation plan has been completed for the areas at Snow Lake where the province has responsibility for rehabilitation. 

· An extensive revegetation program has been completed at the Ruttan Mine site. 

· The El Mine site in the Lynn Lake area has been secured and more extensive rehabilitation is planned in 2008-09 to address safety and environmental issues.

Other achievements: 

· In 2000, Manitoba established the Orphaned and Abandoned Mine Site Rehabilitation Program through the Department of Science, Technology, Energy and Mines to address public safety and environmental health concerns.

· In 2005, Manitoba strengthened polluter pays practices with amended legislation as a result of the auditor general’s report on contaminated sites.  The legislation gave government better ability to:

· track and identify Crown-owned sites,
· develop a financial policy for environmental liabilities,
· regularly review status of orphaned and abandoned mine sites, and 
· recover the costs of cleaning up mine site and other environmental hazards.

· In March 2006, Manitoba established an environmental liability account earmarked for the rehabilitation of orphaned and abandoned mine sites that currently holds $80 million.   

· Manitoba’s goal for the rehabilitation of mine sites is to address the environmental, health and safety risks and return the site as close as possible to its original condition.   
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· To date, the province has spent over $11 million on orphaned and abandoned mine site rehabilitation through Manitoba Conservation’s Environmental Health Risk Assessment Program and the Orphaned/Abandoned Mine Site Rehabilitation Program administered through the Department of Science, Technology, Energy and Mines.   

· Under the program, 149 former mine sites were identified as orphaned or abandoned, five of which were high priority (Lynn Lake, Sherridon, Gods Lake, Snow Lake and Baker Patton). 

· All 149 sites have been inspected for safety and environmental hazards and scheduled for rehabilitation; meetings have been held in communities affected by orphaned and abandoned mine sites to present rehabilitation plans; rehabilitation work has been undertaken or is ongoing at the five high-priority and other sites; and long-term rehabilitation plans are being developed for all 149 sites.  

Manitoba as national leader in orphaned/abandoned mine site rehabilitation:
· Manitoba’s mine closure regulations and co-operative industry and government initiatives are helping to address the long-term environmental impacts of mining operations and setting new standards for best practices. 

· Manitoba has positioned itself as a leader in the rehabilitation of orphaned/abandoned mines through its programs, partnerships, community involvement and funding initiatives. 

· The province also supports the rehabilitation of orphaned/abandoned mines through its participation in the National Orphaned/Abandoned Mines Initiative (NOAMI), a co-operative partnership of the Canadian mining industry, federal/provincial/territorial governments, environmental non-government organizations and First Nations.   

· Manitoba hosted the first NOAMI orphaned and abandoned mines workshop in Winnipeg in 2001 as well as the 2006 workshop to explore best practices.

· On June 4 and 5, Manitoba will host the MEND Manitoba Workshop, a federal/provincial initiative organized through Natural Resources Canada’s Mine Environment Neutral Drainage (MEND) Program and Manitoba Science, Technology, Energy and Mines.  The workshop will present the challenges in acidic drainage for operating, closed or abandoned mines and develop best practices to ensure future mine development will not have long-term acidic drainage concerns upon closure.
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