
MANITOBA SHELTER BENEFIT
The Manitoba Shelter Benefit provides financial assistance to low-income seniors, families and people with disabilities who are not on income assistance to help them pay their rent.  Beginning in January 2009, the program will be enhanced including an increase in maximum benefits from $200 to $210 a month, a 20 per cent increase in income eligibility levels and a 15 per cent increase in the rent amount used to calculate benefits.  These changes mean that more people will be eligible for more benefits.  These enhancements have an annual cost of $2.2 million.

REGISTERED DISABILITY SAVINGS PLAN (RDSP)
RDSPs will be available nationally in December 2008 as a savings plan to help people with disabilities.  To be eligible for RDSPs, the beneficiaries, who could be a child or an adult with a severe and prolonged disability, must qualify for the federal Disability Tax Credit.  The RDSP will allow for $200,000 in lifetime contributions, but there is no limit on the amount that can be held in the trust from growth.  The federal government is offering to match yearly contributions up to $3,500 depending on income, as well as an annual disability savings bond for low‑income families.  Contributions will be permitted up until the end of the year in which a beneficiary attains 59 years of age.  The provincial social assistance disability trust policy will be reviewed to better harmonize it with the treatment of the federal savings plan.
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