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Western Economic Partnership Agreements

· Western Economic Partnership Agreements (WEPAs) are multi-year federal-provincial funding commitments to strengthen economic activity and improve quality of life in western Canadian communities. Through the agreements, Western Economic Diversification Canada (WD) and each western province provide a matching contribution, enabling significant investments to fund projects that support federal and provincial priorities. The new series of agreements, which will allocate $25 million in funding for each of the western provinces, will be matched by the provincial governments for a total investment of $200 million.  
In Manitoba

In Manitoba, Western Economic Diversification Canada will provide $25 million in funding and the Province of Manitoba will provide a matching contribution, enabling investments totalling up to $50 million. Western Economic Diversification Canada and the Manitoba Ministry of Competitiveness, Training, and Trade will jointly administer the Canada-Manitoba Economic Partnership Agreement, to be delivered over four years.

The purpose of the Canada-Manitoba WEPA is to target the joint strategic priorities whereby Canada and Manitoba will work together and with other interested stakeholders to help create innovative, entrepreneurial, and sustainable communities. 
· Canada-Manitoba Joint WEPA Priorities: 
· Support Knowledge Based Research and Development – Stimulate innovation through the enhancement and use of Manitoba’s existing knowledge–based infrastructure         (post-secondary institutions, research facilities, etc.); and strengthen and continue to build Manitoba’s business clusters. 

· Increase Value-Added Production in Traditional Industries – Conduct research and support the development of new or improved products, technologies or innovations; support the development and diversification of northern Manitoba’s natural resource industries; and support the development of human resources. 

· Support Trade and Investment Promotion – Capitalize on Manitoba’s mid-continent location, extensive intermodal transportation network; promote Manitoba as a gateway to other provinces and international markets; and support programs and services that will enhance foreign investment opportunities in Manitoba through targeted immigration initiatives.

· Enhance Productivity and Competitiveness – Provide support to Manitoba’s established and emerging industry clusters through commercialization and investments; provide support to projects that encourage the development and adoption of leading-edge technology and processes; and address labour and skills shortages through development and training initiatives with industry associations and post-secondary institutions.

· Promote Economic Development through Tourism Opportunities – Support initiatives that will significantly develop Manitoba’s tourism industry and create opportunities for economic growth and diversification in all regions of the province.

For more information on projects funded under the Canada-Manitoba Economic Partnership Agreement, visit: www.epa.gov.mb.ca.







