
MANITOBA FLOOD-MITIGATION PROGRAMS

In addition to the Individual Flood Proofing Initiative and the joint Canada-Manitoba Community Dike Program, Manitoba is also funding a number of important flood-proofing initiatives including:

· A $2.37-million investment over four years to improve flood forecasting through increased staffing, extended operation of 42 hydrologic-gauging stations and improved computer software and hardware.  
· Acquisition of  new, highly detailed LiDAR topographical data at a cost of $390,000 over four years.  This data, in conjunction with new forecast models, will help to identify infrastructure in the flood plain which may be at risk from a particular flood.  
· Enhancement of climate-station network infrastructure worth $56,000.  Twenty new real-time weather stations will be established in co-operation with Weatherbug and the Canadian Wheat Board.  This will improve hydrologic forecasting and help in developing flood-forecast models.   
· Addition of 10 new real-time soil moisture-monitoring stations in co-operation with the soil science department of the University of Manitoba.  This $24,000 investment will enable improvements in flood-forecasting methodologies. 

· A $240,000 investment in enhanced ice-jam mitigation including two new ice cutters and increased operational funding.

· Additional staff resources at a cost of $1.6 million to enable implementation of the Canada‑Manitoba Flood Mitigation Program, and some of the provincial flood-mitigation initiatives.  These include the Community Ring Diking Program, enhancement to existing water control works and the Home and Business Flood Proofing Initiative.  
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