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International guests visit proposed UNESCO site

May 27, 2011

Background Information and FAQ

Who was on the trip?

Guests included:

Dr. Faisal Moola - The Suzuki Foundation, Vancouver, B.C.

Barry Lowenkron, VP - MacArthur Foundation, Chicago, Illinois
Jorgen Thomsen, Director of Conservation - MacArthur Foundation, Chicago, Illinois

Bruce Lourie, Executive Director - Richard Ivey Foundation, Toronto, Ontario

Dr. Jeff Wells,  Senior Scientist, Boreal Songbird Initiative, Seattle, Washington
Glen Crook, VP - Royal Bank of Canada, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Martin Thibodeau, VP -  Royal Bank of Canada, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Rick Frost, CEO - Winnipeg Foundation, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Franz Tattenbach, CEO - International Institute for Sustainable Development, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Dr. Hank Venema, Director - International Institute for Sustainable Development, Winnipeg, Manitoba


Michelle Jones, U.S. Consul, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Garry Hilderman, C.M. Respected architect, Winnipeg, Manitoba


David Israelson, Award winning environmental writer, Toronto, Ontario

Hon. Greg Selinger, Premier - Manitoba Government, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Hon. Eric Robinson, Deputy Premier and Minister of Aboriginal and Northern Affairs - Manitoba Government, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Hon. Bill Blaikie, Minister of Conservation - Manitoba Government, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Alex Shoumatoff, Writer - Vanity Fair and Vanishing World, Montreal, Canada

Susan Peters,  Writer - Canadian Geographic, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Sophia Rabliauskas, Community Coordinator and Spokesperson – Pimachiowin Aki Spokesperson, Poplar River, Manitoba 

Gord Jones, Project Manager – Pimachiowin Aki Corporation, Winnipeg, Manitoba
What did the guests do?

Upon arriving on Wednesday May 25th, the guests met with the Pimachiowin Aki Board of Directors and provincial government representatives and were entertained by traditional Ojibwe dancer Paul Duck of Little Grand Rapids First Nation.
On Thursday May 26th they flew to Bloodvein River First Nation and were hosted at Bloodvein River Lodge, privately owned by William Young. Young is a member of the Pimachiowin Aki Corporation Board and the Chair of Eastside Aboriginal Sustainable Tourism Association. While at the lodge they met with Bloodvein River First Nation Elders, Chief Roland Hamilton and members of the Bloodvein River Council.  They also toured the land on the Bloodvein River. At the end of the day they flew by floatplane over Atikaki Provincial Wilderness Park to Aikens Lake Wilderness Lodge, a privately owned lodge in the park, operated by Pit and Julie Turenne.

On Friday May 27th they spent the day touring the park by boat and helicopter returning to Winnipeg that evening.

Why was the trip organized? 
Less than a year ago the Pimachiowin Aki Corp. launched a multi-year fundraising campaign called the Campaign for the Land that Gives Life.  Part of the campaign strategy is to engage national and international leaders who support cultural and natural values like those exemplified in the Pimachiowin Aki project. One way to raise awareness and funds is to share the experience of the land and the people with current and potential supporters. In fundraising circles this type of visit is called a Familiarization Tour and it allows people to become more familiar with the project from the ground up.
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Did this tour raise any money?

It’s really too early to tell. We do know that engaging national and international leaders in a project like this requires building long-term relationships so that potential partners can see how their investment will be valued and put to good use for many years to come. In other words the trip planted several seeds.

Where do fundraising proceeds go?

Most funds are directed into the Pimachiowin Aki World Heritage Fund managed by The Winnipeg Foundation in partnership with Pimachiowin Aki Corp. The Fund was created through the Pimachiowin Aki World Heritage Fund Act which was passed unanimously by the Manitoba legislature in June 2010. The Province of Manitoba has committed to provide $10 million in seed funding starting in 2012. The Pimachiowin Aki Trust Fund is designed to support the operations of a proposed UNESCO World Heritage site as well as to help create a range of services that could include heritage programs; cultural education and training in First Nation communities; opportunities to share traditional First Nations’ knowledge; scientific research and community services—to ensure the world learns more about the boreal forest and the Anishinaabe who have called it home for over 5,000 years. 
How much did this trip cost?

As a non-profit corporation made up of five First Nations communities and the Manitoba and Ontario governments, the Province of Manitoba provides annual support for the Pimachiowin Aki Corporation. The total cost of the tour is about $91,000 and is being allocated by Pimachiowin Aki from its fundraising and marketing budget. Thanks to Manitoba’s support of Pimachiowin Aki’s fundraising campaign, donors can be assured that all donations go directly into the endowment fund and not to administration costs. 

About The Pimachiowin Aki Corporation
Pimachiowin Aki is a non-profit corporation, made up of five First Nations and the Manitoba and Ontario governments. The name Pimachiowin Aki means the Land that Gives Life in Ojibwe. The corporation is preparing a proposal to nominate a vast track of the boreal forest straddling the Manitoba-Ontario border as  a UNESCO World Heritage site. The five First Nation partners are Bloodvein River, Little Grand Rapids, Pauingassi and Poplar River all in Manitoba and Pikangikum First Nation in NW Ontario. Geographically, the project study area under review is about 43,000 square kilometers. The final boundaries of the area to be nominated as a World Heritage Site will be smaller and will be determined by the First Nations’ land use plans and the results of research into the natural and cultural values of the study area. In addition to some of the traditional territories of the five First Nations, the proposed site includes Atikaki Provincial Park in Manitoba and Woodland Caribou Provincial Park and Eagle-Snowshoe Conservation Reserve in Ontario. The site is under tentative UNESCO consideration with a final bid to be submitted in 2012. The partnership between the First Nations and the governments is very unique and the corporation will continue to work together to take care of the land after the bid is submitted. See www.pimachiowinaki.org
