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TENANT PROTECTION PACKAGE 

Greater Affordability 

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Increased cash to help low-income people pay rent under RentAid.  This benefit will increase to $720 from $600 a year for those on employment and income assistance, to $1,452 from $1,320 a year for a low-income senior and to $1,632 from $1,464 a year for a working family of four.  Under Budget 2011, the Education Property Tax Credit will increase by $50 per year and up to $150 for seniors.
 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Lower rent increases in certain cases because landlords would recover the cost of some capital expenditures over eight years instead of six.  For example, on a $100,000 roof and foundation upgrade to a 12-unit apartment building, which would allow an owner to increase rent above the yearly guideline, each tenant would pay almost $350 less in increased rent each year under the new rules than under the old ones.  On a $50,000 upgrade to a 12-unit building, each tenant would pay $172 less in increased rent each year under the new rules.
 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
For whole-building rehabilitation approval, landlords would have to improve two major building items, plumbing and heating, for example, instead of just one, and would have to spend more on a per-unit basis.

New Rights

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Renters who are evicted for renovations would have tenure rights in cases where units are re-rented after conversion to condominiums.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
A working group will develop new protections for those in student housing.
 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Tenants with tenant services such as meals would receive new rights such as:
· 48 hours to cancel a new agreement,
· advance notice of fee increases or cuts in service,

· a limit of one increase each year,

· the right to terminate tenancy if a necessary service is cut, and

· input on services. 
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Controlling Condo Conversions

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Municipalities would be able to limit condo conversions when vacancies are low.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Condo conversion notice to tenants would double to six months from three.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
No condo conversions would be allowed when people were evicted without cause in the previous year.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
No condo conversions would be allowed for four years after a whole-building rehabilitation exemption is approved.

Enhanced Landlord-Tenant Relations

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
If there is an imminent risk, landlords could schedule eviction hearings for troublemakers faster.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
There would be faster eviction hearings at the Residential Tenancies Branch and Commission.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Information would be provided to encourage landlords to allow pets.

More Apartments
 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
There was historic private and public construction of more than 800 apartments in Winnipeg in 2010.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Winnipeg outpaced other major centres in Canada on a population basis over the past five years.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
The biggest public investment through HomeWorks! in affordable housing in the province’s history is taking place with the provision of 1,500 new units over five years.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
A seniors housing initiative will leverage 150 new units.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
A housing minister’s stakeholder working group has been established.
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