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FIRST SPORTS PROGRAM PROJECT EXAMPLES
St. James Projects
St. James Rods Football Club – $10,000 to purchase an ozone-cleaning machine which will sanitize youth football gear and reduce the exposure of potentially harmful bacteria or moulds in the shared football equipment, helmets and pads.  The ozone machine will be used by each of the 10 Rods teams and will be offered to community organizations and teams for their use throughout the year. 
The St. James Rods Football Club was founded in 1946 and is one of the oldest clubs in western Canada.  The club has over 300 active youth players in six leagues.  Player’s ages range from seven to eight years up to 22 years old.  Rods teams typically practice two to three times per week and have eight games per season. 
St. James Assiniboia Minor Baseball Association – $7,000 to purchase a new riding lawn mower to maintain the large turf area at Optimist Park, which includes five ball diamonds and three large sport fields.  Optimist Park hosts city, provincial, and western Canadian playoffs and tournaments as well as baseball leagues for over 1,000 youth players. 
Heritage Victoria Park Recreation Association – $5,000 to repair the broken tractor gate on the outdoor skating rink and to purchase a power ice edger which will significantly improve the quality and safety of the outdoor skating ice. 
Assiniboia West Recreation Association Inc. – $8,000 to purchase of a new lawn tractor which will support multiple community centres and maintain 23 soccer, baseball and softball fields (approximately 36 acres of green space).
Other sport and recreation projects supported by the First Sports Program: 
· $9,000 for the Manitoba Cycling Association to purchase BMX bikes for their planned BMX facility,

· $10,000 for the Lundar Junior B Hockey Club to replace safety Plexiglas in the Lundar arena,

· $8,000 for The Pas Roadrunner Swim Club to replace pool starting blocks,
· $9,500 for the Ralph Brown Community Centre to install a basketball court within the existing outdoor hockey rink,
· $4,500 for the Pumpkin Creek Cross Country Ski Club to purchase ski equipment to lend to families and kids, and
· $8,000 for the Prairie Lakes Recreation District to purchase gymnastics mats and develop youth gymnastics programs in the community.
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