Backgrounder


The Targeted Initiative for Older Workers (TIOW) is a federal‑provincial/territorial cost‑shared initiative that provides employment assistance services and employability improvement activities, such as skills upgrading and work experience, to assist unemployed older workers aged 55 to 64 living in a city or town with a population of 250,000 or less that is experiencing high unemployment and/or significant downsizing or closures. 

The Government of Canada launched the TIOW in 2006 with a $70-million commitment and invested another $90 million in 2008 to extend the Initiative to March 31, 2012. Canada’s Economic Action Plan provided an additional $60 million nationally for this initiative over three years. 

To further help unemployed older workers, in Budget 2011, the Government of Canada announced that it is extending the TIOW, providing $50 million over the next two years until March 31, 2014. 

To date, TIOW has targeted over 16,000 unemployed older workers in Canada.

Below is a list of projects being announced.

	Project Title
	Organization
	Total Funding

$
	GC

Funding

$
	No. of participants

	Older Worker Project 
	J.U.S.T. Training Corporation
	   547,103
	   459,567
	  75

	Experienced Worker Transition Program 
	Dauphin and District Chamber of Commerce
	   311,335
	   261,521
	  24

	South Central Opportunity for 
Re-integration to Employment (SCORE) 
	Winkler and District Chamber of Commerce
	   242,139
	   203,397
	  70

	Carberry and District Development Corporation’s Targeted Initiative for Older Workers
	Carberry and District Development Corporation
	     98,071
	     82,380
	  12

	Portage Older Worker Employment Resource (POWER) 
	Portage Learning and Literacy Centre Inc.
	   305,000
	   256,200
	  30

	Employment Opportunities for Older Workers
	St-Pierre en Boom
	   474,794
	   398,827
	  35

	Employment AdvantAge
	Parkwest Regional Employment and Development Corp.
	   241,244
	   202,645
	  40

	New Directions
	Virden Employment Skills Centre
	   112,081
	     94,148
	  10

	Experience Pays Off! 
	Selkirk Friendship Centre
	   396,966
	   333,451
	  36

	Swan Valley Employment and Training Project
	Town of Swan River
	   193,016
	   162,133
	  15

	TOTAL
	
	2,921,749
	2,454,269
	347













