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TOBACCO-RELATED ACTION
· All 10 provinces have already introduced similar legislation.

· The governments of British Columbia, New Brunswick, Ontario and Newfoundland and Labrador are currently engaged in a lawsuit against the major tobacco companies that market or have marketed tobacco products in those provinces.

· The legislation underpinning the lawsuit was challenged by the tobacco companies through the courts.  In September 2005, the Supreme Court of Canada found the B.C. act to be constitutional in a unanimous (nine to zero) decision.  Manitoba acted as an intervener in that action (Imperial Tobacco Canada Ltd. vs. British Columbia). 

· There have been a large number of actions in the United States against the tobacco industry to hold them accountable for the loss suffered by the state in paying for health-care costs. 

· Smoking is the single most serious public-health problem in Canada, killing more Canadians than car accidents, murders, suicides and alcohol combined. 

· This year, tobacco will kill about 1,400 Manitobans.  Every year, more than 37,000 Canadians die as a result of disease and illness caused by tobacco use. 

· Approximately 184,000 Manitobans are smokers.  Nationally, 4.7 million Canadians smoke, and over five million Canadians use tobacco products, 80 per cent of whom are daily smokers. 

· One billion cigarettes were sold in Manitoba in 2011, down from 3.1 billion in 1980. 

· The smoking rate for Manitobans aged 15 to 19 is 15 per cent, down from 29 per cent in 1999.  (Canadian Tobacco Use Monitoring Survey, 2010)  

· Smoking is a known or probable cause of death from cancers of the oral cavity, larynx, lung, esophagus, bladder, pancreas, kidneys, pelvis, stomach and cervix. 

· Smoking is also a cause of heart disease, stroke, peripheral vascular disease, chronic obstructive lung diseases and other respiratory diseases, low birth-weight babies and a probable cause of peptic ulcer disease, unsuccessful pregnancies and increased infant mortality including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 

· Tobacco use costs the health-care system nationally in excess of $3 billion every year.  Manitoba estimates place the health-care cost to the province because of tobacco use at $237 million annually.

· Lost productivity of a smoking employee is more than $2,500 a year, with the total economic burden to Canadian society rising to $15 billion a year.
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· The tobacco industry has never placed any voluntary restrictions on the promotion of its product including locations close to schools.  On the contrary, the industry increased its point-of-sale promotions budget in Canada to $88 million in 2003 from $77 million in 2002. 

· Manitoba introduced a comprehensive Tobacco Control Strategy in 2002, taking action on the four goals of preventing youth from starting to smoke, protecting non-smokers from exposure to second-hand smoke, helping smokers quit and de-normalizing tobacco products and their use.  The strategy includes the following initiatives: 

· Manitoba was the first province to implement a smoking ban in enclosed public places and indoor workplaces in 2004.

· Restrictions on the display, advertising and promotion of tobacco products were implemented in 2005.
· Smoking in a private vehicle with anyone under the age of 16 was prohibited in 2009.

· Amendments to the Non-Smokers Health Protection Act prohibiting the sale of tobacco products from pharmacies, premises containing pharmacies, health-care facilities and from vending machines were introduced in May 2012.

· Manitoba now has the highest tobacco tax rate of all provinces reflecting the idea of increasing the cost of tobacco reduces consumption.  
· In-school programming such as the successful Review and Rate program is in its ninth year.  Students review and vote on the best anti-tobacco television ad which is then run on Manitoba television stations.
· A new student-produced video program called Create and Rate was introduced in Manitoba schools in 2011-12, enabling students to produce their own anti-tobacco ads and receive recognition for the best ads.

· The Manitoba Tobacco Reduction Alliance (MANTRA) is funded to provide smoking-cessation counselling training to agencies serving vulnerable populations such as those with mental-health challenges and multiple addictions.

· Regional health authorities are funded to implement demonstration projects aimed at supporting smoking cessation in their regions.

· The Lung Association of Manitoba is funded to implement a Quit Smoking and Win contest as a means of motivating smokers to quit.

· Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) teams are established in 22 schools and will be expanded provincewide over the next few years.

· Champix, an effective smoking cessation aid, was added to the provincial drug formulary in November 2011, making it more accessible to Manitobans.

· Manitoba funds the toll-free 1-800 smokers helpline, providing free, professional smoking-cessation advice from quit specialists who can help anyone wanting to quit or cut down on their smoking.
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