[image: image1.png]



ENDANGERED SPECIES IN MANITOBA

Twenty-seven species would be declared as extirpated, endangered or threatened under the proposed Endangered Species Act, Mackintosh said.  This includes one mammal, 13 birds, 
one lizard, six moths, one butterfly, one snake, one mussel and three plants.  

Extirpated

Plains bison (Bison bison bison)
Vast herds of plains bison once roamed over Manitoba’s prairies, but now this sub-species no longer exists in the wild in Manitoba.

Endangered

Canada warbler (Wilsonia canadensis)

The Canada warbler has experienced a significant long-term decline in Canada, including Manitoba, and there is no indication that this trend will be reversed.  The reasons for the decline are unclear, but loss of forest habitat on the wintering grounds in South America is a potential cause.
Chestnut-collared longspur (Calcarius ornatus)

The chestnut-collared longspur has suffered a significant population decline associated with habitat loss in the last 25 years.  This species relies on remnant grassland habitat which is under threat from human activities, invasive species and shrub encroachment.

Dusky dune moth (Copablepharon longipenne)

The distribution of dusky dune moth is limited to one occurrence in the Spirit Sands in southern Manitoba.  The amount of suitable habitat continues to decline as sand dunes stabilize.

Ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis)
The Manitoba population of this large grassland-dependant hawk continues to decline.  It depends on intensive management of nesting structures and the conservation of increasingly fragmented native prairie.
Gattinger’s agalinis (Agalinis gattingeri)

Gattinger’s agalinis has only five known occurrences in Manitoba.  It has declined from historical levels due to conversion of native habitat to incompatible agricultural uses.  No occurrence of this species in Manitoba is known to have more than 250 plants.
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Gold-edged gem (Schinia avemensis)
The gold-edged gem has only two small populations in the United States and two in Canada, one being in Manitoba.  This moth depends on sand dune habitat that continues to decline due to dune stabilization and decreases in the larval host plant population.
Ivory gull (Pagophila eburnean)

Canada’s breeding population of this long-lived seabird has declined by 80 per cent over the last 20 years.  Disturbance to its breeding habitat is likely to increase and sea-ice degradation is affecting its foraging success.
Least bittern (Ixobrychus exilis)

The least bittern has a fragmented and limited range in Manitoba and its population is very small and declining.  This species depends on high-quality marshes, which are being lost or degraded throughout its range due to drainage and water pollution.  

Mapleleaf mussel (Quadrula quadrula)
The mapleleaf mussel is limited to the Red-Assiniboine watershed.  Habitat loss and degradation due to human activities threaten this species.
Pale yellow dune moth (Copablepharon grandis)

The distribution of the pale yellow dune moth is limited to one occurrence in the Spirit Sands in southern Manitoba.  The amount of suitable habitat continues to decline as sand dunes stabilize.
Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek)

The poweshiek skipperling has experienced a range wide decline, with Manitoba containing one of the only remaining viable population in the world.  This butterfly is a tall-grass prairie specialist that at the northernmost extent of its range. Its decline is due to habitat degradation and loss.
Prairie skink (Eumeces septentrionalis)
The prairie skink has a limited range in Manitoba and its population is very small and disjunct from populations in the USA.  It depends on sandy soils and mixed grass prairie which are being lost or degraded due to cultivation, Aspen encroachment and invasion by exotic leafy spurge.  

Red knot rufa subspecies  (Calidris canutus rufa)

The red knot has shown a 70 per cent decline in abundance over the past three generations 
(15 years).  It is threatened by severe depletion of horseshoe crab eggs, a critical food source used during spring migration.   All of the red knots that migrate through Manitoba likely belong to this subspecies. 
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Rough agalinis (Agalinis aspera)
The range of the rough agalinis is limited in Manitoba and the population is severely fragmented.  It has declined from historic levels due to conversion of its habitat due to incompatible agricultural and other human activities. 
Smooth goosefoot (Chenopodium subglabrum)
The smooth goosefoot in Manitoba is limited to active sand dunes in Routledge Sand Hills and Spruce Woods Provincial Park.  This plant depends on sand dune habitat that continues to decline due to dune stabilization, invasive species and human activities.  
Trumpeter swan (Cygnus buccinator)

A small but recovering breeding population of the trumpeter swan has been documented in Manitoba since 2002, therefore it is no longer extirpated.  There are at least four Manitoba breeding locations.
Verna’s flower moth (Schinia verna)

Verna’s flower moth is limited to the Canadian prairies and has not been collected in Manitoba since 1980.  It has a small total range in suitable native prairie that is fragmented and declining in quality and extent.
Western ironweed (Vernonia fasciculata)

Western ironweed has only three known occurrences in Manitoba.  It has declined from historic levels due to habitat loss from agricultural and other human activities.
White flower moth (Schinia Bimatris)

The white flower moth has a limited population in North America and only one known site in Canada in the Spruce Woods Provincial Park.  Research is needed to discover its larval and adult food plants.  The amount of suitable habitat continues to decline as sand dunes stabilize.
Threatened

Chimney swift (Chaetura pelagic)

The chimney swift populations have declined by more than 50 per cent and its range has decreased by one-third over the last 13 years.  It is impacted by the steady decrease in the number of suitable chimneys and hollow trees used for nesting.  Population declines are also related to pesticide use.

Common nighthawk (Chordeiles minor)

The common nighthawk populations have declined by more than 50 per cent over the last 
10 years as a result of habitat loss due to human intervention.
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Golden-winged warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera)
The golden-winged warbler is thought to be one of the fastest declining passerine species in North America.  Its main threat is from genetic swamping (hybridization) with the closely-related blue-winged warbler.  This species has limited habitat and a small range in Manitoba.
Red-headed woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus) 
The red-headed woodpecker has suffered a significant population decline associated with habitat loss and the removal of dead trees used for nesting and roosting.  It is now a rare sight even in city parks and gardens and rural Manitoba.
Short-eared owl (Asio flammeus)
The short-eared owl has declined over the past 40 years, including a 30 per cent decline from 1996 to 2006.  Habitat loss and degradation on its wintering grounds are a major threat.  Other threats include continued nesting habitat loss and pesticide use in southern Manitoba.
Western hognose snake (Heterodon nasicus)
The western hognose snake has a small disjunct population in Manitoba.  Industrial, agricultural and residential development have damaged and destroyed its sandy prairie habitats.

Whip-poor-will (Caprimulgus vociferus)

The whip-poor-will has declined by 35 per cent over the last 10 years.  Its low fecundity limits its ability to recover from increasing threats. 
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