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BOOSTER SEATS
· In Manitoba, motor-vehicle collisions are a leading cause of injury and death among children between the ages of four to nine. 

· Children who are restrained with seatbelts instead of booster seats are 3.5 times more likely to be injured in a car crash and 4.2 times more likely to suffer a head injury.

· Research has shown that the majority of Canadian children ages four to nine are restrained using only seatbelts, which puts them at risk for serious injuries in a crash. 

· Estimates by SmartRisk, a national injury prevention organization, show that motor-vehicle injuries cost $70 million in direct and indirect health-care costs to the Manitoba economy annually.

· Booster seats must be purchased in Canada to ensure they meet Canada’s motor vehicle safety standards.  Booster seats that comply with federal standards will be marked with the national safety logo. 

· Available options include high-back booster seats, adjustable booster seats and backless booster seats.

· Exemptions under the child restraining devices regulation include:

· vehicles registered in another jurisdiction which does not require the use of 
child-restraining devices;

· u-drive vehicles rented for a period not exceeding 21 days;
· taxicabs that are transporting a passenger for hire;
· children whose physical characteristics are such that he/she would be unable to be restrained or when a child is unable to be restrained due to a medical condition; 

· casual and occasional transportation by a person who is not the parent of the child/children and where the vehicle is not equipped with a child-restraining device; and

· vehicles not equipped with seatbelts as required under the Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, such as buses. 

· Fines for non-use of booster seats can be as high as $300. 
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