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PROJECT INFORMATION

Completion of CentrePort Canada Way
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The Government of Canada is committed to enhancing Canada’s transportation infrastructure to help boost capacity and to improve the efficiency of trade to markets across Canada and around the world.  
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To this end, Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Premier Greg Selinger today marked the completion of CentrePort Canada Way, a new 9.1-km four-lane expressway that will connect CentrePort Canada, Manitoba’s inland port, to the core national highway system. 
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The new road will significantly improve the efficiency, safety and connectivity of intermodal and intra-modal international trade flows moving north-south and east-west relative to the Winnipeg area.
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The new expressway will fuel economic growth and create jobs by attracting new investment and by opening up new industrial lands for development.  Companies have already made decisions to grow their operations at CentrePort because of the efficiencies the new highway brings.
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CentrePort Canada Way brings many positive impacts to Manitoba’s economy.  The construction of the new highway is projected to have created more than 3,200 person years of direct and indirect employment over the life of the project.  The project contributes $239 million to Manitoba’s GDP and $22 million to federal revenue. 
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Construction on this project started on May 8, 2010.  The project is now complete and will be open to the public today.
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The Government of Canada and the Province of Manitoba jointly committed $212.4 million for the project.  The federal contribution consisted of up to $33.25 million under the Asia‑Pacific Gateway and Corridor Initiative (APGCI) and $68.35 million under the Provincial/Territorial Base Funding Agreement.  Manitoba provided $101.6 million and an additional $9.2 million for land acquisition.

About CentrePort Canada

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
CentrePort Canada, the inland port, was created by provincial legislation in 2008 and the corporation opened its doors in November 2009.  CentrePort Canada offers unique access to tri-modal transportation (road, rail and air) and features access to three Class I rail carriers, an international trucking hub and Winnipeg’s James Armstrong Richardson International Airport, one of Canada’s top cargo airports. 

...2

- 2 -

The Importance of CentrePort Canada to the Local, Provincial and Canadian Economies
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Currently more than 125,000 jobs, one in three, are generated by trade in Winnipeg.  It is estimated that 26 million tonnes of exports and imports move to, from and through the province on an annual basis.  Trade and transportation are significant drivers of the Manitoba and Winnipeg economies and investments that help grow these sectors will create jobs and prosperity.
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For Canada and Western Canada, building CentrePort’s inland port and the transportation assets that support it means enhancing global trade for the country.  Increased access to CentrePort Canada makes it easier for businesses in the city and across the province to reach important trading partners in the European Union, Asia and the United States.  It also makes it easier for businesses to import goods from Asia and Europe and distribute them throughout North America by air, rail and road.  Making it easier for companies to access global markets is good for the local and national economy.

...3

[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]Backgrounder




[image: image2.emf][image: image3.emf]



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••








- 3 -





LOCATION OF CENTREPORT CANADA WAY








