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BOREAL WOODLAND CARIBOU RECOVERY STRATEGY

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. How many boreal caribou in Manitoba?

· The estimated population ranges from about 1,800 to 3,150.

· Caribou are hard to count because they are dispersed in large and remote areas of the province.

· Aerial surveys are used but caribou can be difficult to see, as they like to hide around trees.

· Under this new strategy, efforts will be made to get better counts.

2. What types of caribou live in Manitoba?

There are three types:

· barren-ground – animals that calve on the tundra in Nunavut and migrate south for the winter months into the boreal forest;
· coastal woodland – animals that calve close to the Hudson Bay coast and then migrate south into the boreal forest for the winter; and 
· boreal woodland – animals that live their lives within the boreal forest.

3. Where do caribou live? 

· Caribou live in northern and remote areas.

· There are currently 15 boreal caribou ranges in Manitoba.

· These ranges represent groups of caribou that live together in the same area.

· Across Canada, the historic southern extent of boreal caribou matched the southern extent of the boreal forest.  

· Due to increasing human disturbances and influences, the southern extent the boreal forest and thus caribou range, has receded north.

· In Manitoba, the historic southern extent at one time also matched the southern extent of the boreal forest.  

· In particular, boreal caribou used to inhabit the Whiteshell area and south to the U.S. border in eastern Manitoba. 
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4. How are caribou doing in Manitoba and across Canada?

· Boreal caribou across Canada are listed as threatened under the federal Species at Risk Act.

· Most caribou populations in Manitoba are considered stable.  However, the population trend is under review.

5. What threatens caribou?

· Habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation by development and natural influences are all threats to caribou.  Managing developments carefully needs to continue to maintain habitat for caribou and to reduce their vulnerability to attack by predators. 

6. How is industry helping protect caribou?
· Industry partners, such as Hudson’s Bay and Tolko, have provided significant core funding for boreal caribou research and monitoring across Manitoba over the past 20 years.
· Over that time, approximately $8 million has been spent on boreal caribou research and monitoring in Manitoba.
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