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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
· In 1977, the United Nations officially proclaimed March 8 International Women’s Day (IWD).  Historically, issues related to the event were raised in the late 19th and early 20th centuries when women in North America and Europe were protesting for better working conditions, demanding the right to vote and calling for peace.

· In Canada, IWD is an opportunity to celebrate the progress made to advance women’s rights and to assess the challenges that remain. 
· For women around the world, it is an occasion to review how far they have come in their struggles and successes toward equality, peace and development.  It also gives women an opportunity to unite, network and mobilize for meaningful change.
Recipients of 2015 Community Networking Grants

· Sergeant Tommy Prince School (Interlake Eastern Regional Health Authority (RHA) 
region) – The goal of this project is to a build community with women and girls from the Scanterbury and surrounding area through a series of seminars.  These seminars will cover a wide variety of topics including developing leadership style and personal development topics such as understanding how past events affect individuals. 

· Flin Flon Aboriginal Friendship Centre (Northern RHA region) – The goal of this project is to reclaim traditional rites of passage ceremonies for Indigenous women.  These traditional ceremonies will help to build self-esteem and confidence for women and help women to reclaim their cultural identity.

· Ma-Mow-We-Tak Friendship Centre (Northern RHA region) – This project will allow women to come together in an environment that provides support and an opportunity to learn a new skill.  Women will learn how to make a star blanket from elders in the community, passing along their artistic practice as well as building networks.

· Community Futures Parkland (Prairie Mountain Health region) – This event will bring women together for an all-day workshop that will help women to lead a healthier lifestyle and will include speakers, display booths as well as short information sessions on a variety of health topics.

· Hartney Ladies Night Committee (Prairie Mountain Health region) – The goal of this project is to build networks for women in and around the community of Hartney.  The evening will include a networking session and a presentation from the local economic development officer as well as a fashion show for entertainment.

· Central Station Community Centre (Southern Health-Santé Sud region) – This project will bring together different organizations that work with vulnerable women.  A series of workshops will allow women to share information and resources, as well as provide them the opportunity to build networks within the community.
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