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What is human trafficking?

Human trafficking includes recruiting, transporting and harbouring people to exploit them, often in the sex industry.  Victims are controlled in many ways including physical, emotional or sexual abuse and threats of violence against themselves or others.  Victims are also often threatened with severe consequences if they try to escape.  Many people believe that human trafficking occurs on an international scale.  While that can be the case, human trafficking also commonly takes place within provincial or national borders.

Who is most at risk?

Anyone can be victimized by human trafficking.  However, Indigenous women and girls are over-represented as victims of sexual exploitation and sex trafficking in Manitoba.  

Why focus on large sporting events?

Most people who attend the Grey Cup and similar activities are only interested in that event.  However, sex trafficking and forced prostitution become more common with a large influx of visitors, primarily men.  Law enforcement agencies report a spike in the number of online ads and social media posting related to human trafficking in the weeks leading up to these types of events.  Similar events in Canada, like the 2015 Pan Am Games and the 2010 Winter Olympics, also took a proactive approach to help address these issues.

Why was Klinic Community Health Centre chosen to provide the 24-hour Human Trafficking Hotline?

Klinic is a non-profit, community-based health and social services agency.  It currently provides many other specialized services to women experiencing sexual violence.  It also offers support through a variety of other 24-hour crisis lines.

Who are the members of the Manitoba Sporting Events Safety Working Group?

This group includes representatives from the Manitoba government, Winnipeg Police Service, Youth Agency Alliance, Beyond Borders, Ma Mawi Chi Itata Centre, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Winnipeg Blue Bombers Football Club, Salvation Army, City of Winnipeg, Klinic Community Health Centre and Ndinawemaaganag Endaawaad Inc.
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