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COMPOSITION OF FAMILY LAW REFORM COMMITTEE

Chair 

Allan Fineblit 

Fineblit is a lawyer and the chief operating officer for Winnipeg law firm Thompson Dorfman Sweatman.  Fineblit was the chief executive officer of the Law Society of Manitoba for 16 years and spent nearly 20 years of his career with Legal Aid Manitoba.  Fineblit serves on various community and professional volunteer boards including as treasurer of the board for the Manitoba Council of Administrative Tribunals and as a board member and chair of the governance committee for End Homelessness Winnipeg.
Court of Queen’s Bench Justices

Associate Chief Justice Marianne Rivoalen 

Rivoalen was appointed a judge of the Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench Family Division in 2005.  Rivoalen previously served as a litigation lawyer with Winnipeg law firms Pitblado and Hoskin, and Aikins, MacAulay and Thorvaldson, appearing before all levels of courts and administrative tribunals in Manitoba.  She has also served an arbitrator with the Manitoba Labour Board and Deputy Chief Commissioner of the Residential Tenancies Commission.
Justice Catherine Everett 

Everett was appointed to the Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench Family Division in 2006.  Before being appointed to the provincial court in 1998, she practised with the Family Law Branch of Manitoba Justice and then with the Manitoba Crown Prosecutor's Office. 
Justice Allan Dueck 

Dueck, was appointed to the Family Division of the Court of Queen’s Bench of Manitoba in 2014.  Dueck practised with Winnipeg law firms Gould Gosner and Mercier Dueck, focusing on family law.  Dueck has been a guest speaker for various organizations including Manitoba Community Legal Education and Manitoba Probation Services on family law issues.  

Justice Kaye Dunlop 

Dunlop was appointed to the Family Division of the Court of Queen’s Bench of Manitoba in 2015.  She previously served as the sole practitioner with Kaye E. Dunlop, Q.C. Law Office.  She also served as an adjudicator and then deputy chief adjudicator for the Office of Indian Residential Schools Resolution of Canada. 
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Lawyers
Greg Evans 

Evans is a lawyer with Evans Family Law Corporation and has practised family law exclusively since 1998.  Evans teaches the Clinical Family Law course in the faculty of law at the University of Manitoba, where he is also a frequent speaker.  He has also been a regular guest speaker on family law matters at the Law Society of Manitoba and the Manitoba Bar Association. 
Patricia Lane 

Lane is a partner at Taylor McCaffrey LLP and has extensive experience in family law.  She has long been a proponent for greater diversity and inclusion in the legal profession.  From 1996 to 2014, Lane served as a volunteer with the Women’s Legal Education Action Fund.  She has received the University of Alberta Alumni Honour Award and the Canadian Bar Association SOGIC Ally Award for advancing the cause of equality of LGBTTQ people.  Lane has also served as a guest lecturer and instructor for family law courses in the faculty of law at the University of Manitoba.
Sam Raposo 

Raposo has practised family law as a private practitioner and as staff lawyer and supervising attorney for Legal Aid Manitoba.  Raposo is the deputy executive director of Legal Aid Manitoba.  He is a member of the Law Society of Manitoba’s Access to Justice Steering Committee. 
Members of the Public

Neil Cohen

Cohen has served as the executive director of the Community Unemployed Help Centre for over 30 years.  He is also a founding member of SEED Winnipeg and serves on the Manitoba Federation of Non-profit Organizations and the Human Resources Council for the Nonprofit Sector.  Cohen previously served as the chair of the board of directors of Mediation Services of Winnipeg.  Cohen is a lay bencher with the Law Society of Manitoba and in 2016 he was appointed to represent the Law Society on the National Action Committee on Access to Justice in Civil and Family Matters.
Susan Lewis

Lewis is the former president and chief executive officer of the United Way of Winnipeg and a respected community leader.  She is currently a board member with End Homelessness Winnipeg and a recipient of both the Order of Manitoba and the Order of Canada.  In 2016, she was awarded an honorary doctor of laws from the University of Manitoba.
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Raymond Poirier

Poirier is a businessman and activist dedicated to Manitoba’s francophone community.  He previously served as chair of the Société franco-manitobaine and president of the Manitoba Association of Bilingual Municipalities.  He continues to promote cultural initiatives and economic development for the francophone population in Manitoba and across Canada.

The committee will be supported by Shauna Curtin, assistant deputy minister for the Courts Division of Manitoba Justice, as well as receiving support from Manitoba’s Treasury Board Secretariat.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••











[image: image2.png]


