
 

 

 

 

BACKGROUNDER 
 

Launching a New Immunization Clinic for First Nations Health-Care Workers,  

Traditional Healers and Knowledge Keepers 

 

“Healers and Knowledge Keepers are essential to the health and wellness of Indigenous people 

across the province of Manitoba. I want to thank our First Nations health experts who are at the 

forefront of prioritizing the distribution of vaccines to First Nations people – your dedication and 

hard work is contributing to the protection of our Healers, Knowledge Keepers and our front-line 

health-care workers. I encourage everyone who receives an opportunity to be vaccinated at the 

pop-up site to take it to protect themselves.” — Grand Chief Garrison Settee, Manitoba 

Keewatinowi Okimakanak 

 

“I welcome the opening of this new pop-up site to assist and provide vaccines to First Nation 

Traditional Healers, Knowledge Keepers and Health-Care Workers. They are an important and 

vital part of First Nations and keeping them safe and healthy as we all fight COVID-19 remains a 

top priority.” — Grand Chief Arlen Dumas, Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs  

 

“The survival of our communities relies upon the health and wellness of our precious Traditional 

Healers and Knowledge Keepers. That is why the opening of this First Nation vaccination site is 

so essential for our people. I want to thank the First Nation health experts and front-line workers 

who have put in many hours of tireless work to make this site a reality. The best defense against 

COVID-19 that we have right now is the vaccine. I encourage everyone to get vaccinated as soon 

as they are eligible.” — Grand Chief Jerry Daniels, Southern Chiefs’ Organization 

 

“This pop-up immunization site is based on our priorities for immunization, and built on a strong 

partnership among many organizations serving First Nation communities. It recognizes the 

essential role that health care workers, Traditional Healers and Knowledge Keepers play in the 

health and wellness of our people. By protecting them, we protect each other. This is a critical 

step in ensuring we respond effectively to COVID-19 and ensure the vaccine is available to every 

First Nation person who wants to be immunized.” — Dr. Marcia Anderson, public health lead, 

Manitoba First Nations COVID-19 Pandemic Response Coordination Team  

 

 “A pipe ceremony was held yesterday morning at the Winnipeg pop-up site, attended by eight 

elders. It was an affirming ceremony.  The space was blessed, recognizing the vaccine as 

medicine and that we will all work together to support our communities. Everything made comes 

from Mother Earth. The elders spoke about encouraging people to take the vaccine and to not be 

afraid. This is sound advice.” — Dr. Barry Lavallee, chief executive officer, Keewatinohk 

Inniniw Minoayawin 

 

“We’re proud to partner with the First Nation Pandemic Response Coordination Team, the 

Southern Chiefs’ Organization and the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs on this new immunization 

clinic. Creating more opportunities for Manitobans to be immunized will be beneficial to all of 

us.” — Health and Seniors Care Minister Heather Stefanson 


