
 
 

PREMIER’S BUSINESS AND JOBS COUNCIL 

 

Co-chairs  

• Ash Modha, chief executive officer, Mondetta Clothing 

• Kevin Rebeck, president, Manitoba Federation of Labour  

 

Members 

Education, Training and Workforce Development subcommittee:  

• Michael Benarroch, president and vice-chancellor, University of Manitoba (Post-Secondary 

President’s Council co-chair) 

• Fred Meier, president and chief executive officer, RRC Polytech (Post-Secondary 

President’s Council co-chair) 

• Sophie Bouffard, president, Université de Saint-Boniface 

• Marie Buchan, secretary treasurer, UFCW local 832 

• Jino Distasio, interim president and vice-chancellor, University of Winnipeg 

• Christine Bovis-Cnossen, president and vice-chancellor, Brandon University 

• Moe El Tassi, Manager, Peerless Garments; President, Strata Supply Corp.  

• Mark Frison, president, Assiniboine Community College 

• Palak Gupta, director and owner, Skyliner Immigration Services 

• Doug Lauvstad, president and vice-chancellor, University College of the North 

• Tara Manych, associate vice-president, Transformation, University College of the North 

• Kathleen Bluesky, chief executive officer, Treaty One Development Corporation 

• Nick Kasper, president, United Firefighters of Winnipeg 

• Jacqueline Keena, managing director, Enterprise Machine Intelligence and Learning 

Initiative 

• Andrea Ladouceur, president, Bioscience Association Manitoba 

• Chuck Loewen, president, chief executive officer and founder, Online Business Systems 

• Reis Pagtakhan, corporate immigration lawyer, MLT Aikins 

• Susana Scott, founder and president, Brematson and Associates Disability Advocates 

• Aarti Sharma, business representative, Operating Engineers Local 987 

• Eric Thompson, president, University of Manitoba Faculty Association 
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• Felicia Wiltshire, vice-president, Manitoba Heavy Construction Association 

• Zita Somakoko, president and founder, Black-Manitobans Chamber of Commerce 

 

Trade Diversification – Internal and International Trade subcommittee: 

• Kurt Buehler, group president, MacDon Industries 

• Chuck Davidson, president and CEO, Manitoba Chambers of Commerce  

• Aaron Dolyniuk, executive director, Manitoba Trucking Association 

• Carly Edmundson, president and chief executive officer, CentrePort Canada 

• Ryan Kuffner, president and CEO, Winnipeg Economic Development & Tourism 

• Chris Lorenc, president and chief executive officer, Manitoba Heavy Construction 

Association 

• Dennis Meeches, president and vice-president of business relations, Tribal Councils 

Investment Group 

• Gerry Price, chairman and CEO, Price Industries 

• Mike Pulak, co-ordinator, United Steelworkers Manitoba Area 

• Loren Remillard, president and CEO, Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce 

• Bram Strain, president and CEO, Business Council of Manitoba  

• Jill Verwey, president, Keystone Agricultural Producers  

• Karan Sangfai, president and chief executive officer, HyLife 

• Lynne Skromeda, chief executive officer and film commissioner, Manitoba Film and Music 

• Mike Spence, Mayor of Churchill; co-chair, Arctic Gateway Group 

• Jay Sodhi, real estate professional; board member, Punjabi Chamber of Commerce  

• Gustavo Zentner, president, International Point of Commerce 

 
Tourism subcommittee: 

• Ida Albo, owner and managing partner, Fort Gary Hotel 

• Angela Cassie, chief operating officer, Travel Manitoba 

• Holly Courchene, chief executive officer, Indigenous Tourism Manitoba 

• Kevin Donnelly, senior vice president, venues and entertainment, True North Sports and 

Entertainment 

• Jamie Dumont, principal and owner, Chadwick Consulting 

• John Gunter, president and chief executive officer, Frontiers North Adventures; Travel 

Manitoba board 



• Ray Karasevich, president and chief executive officer, Assiniboine Park Conservancy 

• Sara Stasiuk, president, chief executive officer, Forks North Portage Partnership 

• Doug Stephen, president, WOW! Hospitality Concepts 

• Gab-Riel “Pit” Turenne, owner and operator, Aikens Lake Lodge; Travel Manitoba board 

 

Clean Energy Economy subcommittee: 

• Paul Soubry, president and chief executive officer, NFI Group Inc 

• Cordella Friesen, president and chief executive officer, YMCA-YWCA Winnipeg 

• Darren Rainkie, principal and founder, Darren Rainkie Consulting 

• Josh Zaporzan, co-founder and chief executive officer, H2MB Inc; owner and president, 

Audax Ventures Inc. 

• Sachit Mehra, owner, East India Company Restaurants 

• Stacy Kennedy, director of operations, Vale; president, Mining Association of Manitoba 

• Tanya Palson, executive director, Manitoba Building Trades 

 

Economic Reconciliation subcommittee: 

• Jennefer Nepinak, vice-president, strategic partnerships and reconciliation, Legacy Bowes 

• Bob Silver, president and co-owner, Western Glove Works 

• Connor Ketchen, director, foundations and alumni relations, Assiniboine College, Brandon 

• David Chartrand, president, Manitoba Métis Federation 

• Mark Chipman, chairman, True North Sports and Entertainment 

• Paul Mahon, president and chief executive officer, Canada Life (retired) 

• Andrew Thunder, director of corporate responsibility, The North West Company 

 


