
MINERAL EXPLORATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
· According to statistics from Natural Resources Canada, company spending on exploration in Manitoba reached an all-time high of $52.9 million in 2005 and is forecasted at $46.9 million for 2006 based on preliminary estimates.  Company spending intentions for 2007 are forecasted at $49.5 million.  

· High metal prices pushed the value of mineral production in the province to an all-time high of more than $2 billion in 2006. 

· Production involving Manitoba’s top four metals – nickel, copper, zinc and gold – reached $1.878 billion, an increase of 75.9 per cent over 2005.

· Production of metals such as silver, cobalt and platinum, and non-metallics drove the total value of mineral production to $2.1billion, a 61.5 per cent increase over 2005.

· Manitoba’s mineral policies offer financial incentives for exploration, easy access to geological data and a transparent, stable environment for mineral investment that help reduce costs and mitigate risk. 
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