
MANITOBA MINING WEEK ACTIVITIES
· Free family fun at The Forks Plaza on May 24 to 26.
Thursday, May 24 – 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 25 – 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Saturday, May 26 – 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

· This year’s activities at The Forks include opportunities to:

· Pan for gold with Yukon Dan, champion gold panner – leave no stone unturned as you play prospector for a day.
· Stump the Rock Doc – bring a neat rock, talk to the Doc.
· Be a rock hound – collect your own fossil and mineral samples.
· Check out the equipment used for exploration and extraction of minerals. 

· See the demos – watch how the experts cut and polish precious stones.
· Trace the past – see Manitoba’s rich mining history from the 1800s to the present.
· Examine mineral samples and the many products you use that contain minerals.
· Test your mining IQ – spin the wheel, answer a question and win a prize.
· Picture yourself as a mine worker – have CVRD Inco Limited take your photo as a scoop tram operator.
· Enter free draws – children 17 years of age and under can enter to win books or Manitoba Museum passes; adults can enter to win a trip to TANCO mine at Bernic Lake or the mining board game Explorium.  
MINING FACTS 
Last year was a banner year for mining in Manitoba.  Some of the good news included:

· The value of mineral production broke the $2 billion mark, a 61.5 per cent increase over 2005’s $1.3 billion.

· Preliminary estimates peg exploration expenditures at $46.9 million, the second highest on record.  (Expenditures in 2005 were $52.9 million.)

· Manitoba was rated by exploration and mining companies responding to the Fraser Institute Annual Survey of Mining Companies 2006-07 as having the best policy environment in the world for mineral investment. 
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· Work continued on several advanced exploration projects for base and precious metals that have the potential to become new mines.

· BHP Billiton announced a $15-million investment to explore Manitoba’s untapped potash deposits in the Russell-Binscarth area of southwestern Manitoba. 

· Provincial government initiatives supporting Manitoba’s mining industry include:

· The Mineral Exploration Assistance Program (MEAP) offers $2.5 million annually in direct financial incentives.  Since 1999, there have been more than 400 exploration projects completed and $106 million in exploration expenditures reported under MEAP.

· For every $1 million paid through MEAP, $7 million is generated in exploration activity that boosts local economies and increases Manitoba’s geoscience knowledge base.

· There is $123,000 available annually for individuals or companies through the Prospectors Assistance Program for mineral prospecting in the province.
· The Manitoba Mineral Exploration Tax Credit (MMETC) was renewed in 2007.  The MMETC was first introduced in the 2002 provincial budget to stimulate investment in exploration projects in the province.  It provides a 10 per cent non-refundable tax credit for Manitobans who invest in a Manitoba-based exploration project.
· In 2006, Manitoba established a $70-million account for the rehabilitation of orphaned and abandoned mine sites.
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