
Criminal Code Changes Sought by Manitoba:

1. Eliminating the Two-for-One Remand Credit

Prisoners are routinely given double credit or higher for time spent in remand facilities.  This undermines public confidence in the justice system and encourages inmates to remain in remand custody as long as possible, thereby contributing to overcrowding in remand centres.  Manitoba proposes these double or higher credits be eliminated.

2. Making Auto Theft an Indictable Violent Offence

The Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA) makes it extremely difficult to convince a judge to deny bail and impose jail sentences upon youth auto theft offenders.  A remedy to this situation is to create a stand-alone, indictable motor vehicle theft offence that is classified as a violent crime.

3. Strengthening Penalties for Serious Youth Crimes Including Auto Theft

There is a concern that young offenders are not being effectively dealt with by the YCJA and are becoming repeat offenders.  Manitoba proposes several YCJA reforms including recognizing deterrence as a valid sentencing principle, ensuring serious and repeat offenders can be more easily held in custody and face jail time and allowing a jail sentence if a young offender violates a non-custodial sentence.

4. Enabling First-Degree Murder Charges for Gang-related Homicides

Currently, a gang-related murder is only an automatic first-degree murder offence if death results from committing or attempting to commit an offence involving explosives.  The Criminal Code should be amended to put gang members at risk of a first-degree murder charge if they take part in activities leading to a homicide.

5. Making Shooting a Weapon at a Building and Drive-by Shootings an Indictable Offence
Gang wars, extortion and drug deal disputes often involve drive-by shootings or shootings at buildings.  Current laws prevent prosecutors from seeking mandatory minimum sentences due to a requirement to prove the shooter’s intent.  Manitoba recommends creating a new offence of drive-by shootings/shooting at a building that would not require proof of intent to wound or kill.
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