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RADIO STATION CKY RETIRES
AFTER 25 YEARS OF SERVTCE

Making the last station call ovef provincially—owned Radio Station CKY,

Premier Garson transferred authority from the Manitoba Governnent to the CBC before a
public gathering in the Winnipeg Auditorium Friday, September 3rd, In doing so, he
closed out, the Manitoba Government!s 25-year venture in the radio broadcasting business
with an over-all clear profit for the citizens of Manitoba of over $600,000,

”ItAis with mixed feelings that I také part this evening in the swan sorgof
Radio Station CKY," the Premier said., During this long period, a happy relationship has
existed between you radio listeners, our radio staff as operators of CKY, and ocurselves
in the Government,"

"You will be glad to know,” he added, "that under our arrangement every
member of CKY's staff is being given a chance, with pension rights protected, of working
for and making.good with CBC."

Mr. Garson gave two reasons for CKY's retirement from the field of radio
broadcasting: TFirst was the development of a national radio policy for Canada., With
Manitoba the only province where a Provincial Government has engaged in commeréial radio
broadcasting, he said, it would be impossible for the Dominion Government to refuse licenses
to other provinces if Manitoba insisted upon staying in. "With the result," Mr, Garson
pofnts out, "that your airwaves cculd ultimately be congested with broadcasts from 10
differant governments in Canada."
| Second, radio license fees go entirely to CBC, If CKY, without radio iicense
fees,attempted to prgvide thé service guarantced by the CBC, the lqsses incurred would have
to be borne by the taxpayefs in addition to the Badio‘license fees,

"Your radio station is going from onelform of public ownership to another,
Wherethe old sﬁation CKY belonged to you as citizens of Manitoba, this new station CBW will
belong to you as citizens of Canada. Thus, when these few remarks, the last station call

on CKY, come to an end, - ran .s°v with a ~~viiening sense of ownership, YCKY is dead,
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